2025
AFFAIRS DONE, NOW LIVE WITH
PEACE OF MIND AND HAVE FUN
  
Who can get in the computer with passwords and all the files, write in pencil for changes.
Who has access to insurance companies and banks
Who is going to stop payments to companies like charge cards, utilities, and storage sheds.
Who do you want contacted on your passing, friends, family, Facebook, social media
Couples: do you know what your mate wants done upon your death
What do you want done when you pass.  Do not leave all the decisions to someone else while they are going thru grief
Is the info on the refrigerator updated, does the office have updates on who to call
Who is going to care for pets. Also, have someone show the pet that you have passed, they grieve too. That is not always possible but they think you abandoned them if they do not smell you. 

Legal and financial affairs
· Will: Create or update your will, and name beneficiaries for your assets, is it legal in your state? Health surrogate, power of attorney is good for one year. 
· Trusts: Establish trusts to distribute your assets, there has been lots of scams lately so be careful when setting this up. 
· Life insurance: Name beneficiaries for your life insurance policies 
· Retirement accounts: Name beneficiaries for your retirement accounts 
· Digital assets: Make a list of your digital assets and decide how you want them to be passed on 
· Debts: Identify and discharge any debts, and charge cards
· Keys to the car, safe deposit box
· Estate taxes: Prepare federal and state estate tax returns 

Funeral plans 
· Burial or cremation: Decide whether you want to be buried or cremated and where to be buried
· Organ and tissue donation: Make your wishes known about organ and tissue donation
· Funeral savings: Save money for your funeral or who is going to pay for funeral. Try to pay ahead so no one will be left with the costs. Average for funeral is $6500 and cremation average is $2000.


End-of-life care 
· Power of attorney: Meet with your power of attorney to discuss your will and advance directives
· Executor: Meet with your executor to discuss your will and advance directives

You can consult with an estate planner or attorney to ensure your wishes are documented and legally binding.  

A DNR must be done and signed by a doctor

PUT WORD ICE in front of  THE NAME YOU WANT TO BE CALLED for emergency if you die or can’t talk and you are out in a store or public place.

Be sure to have all finances with a beneficiary so it does not go into probate. Put UPON death for banks, finance institutions. ALSO check to see if there is two names on a document and DOES NOT say AND, it has to say OR on all accounts including cars. 

Funeral if no one is appointed for arrangements
· If a community member or friend steps forward, they can arrange a funeral or memorial service.
· If no one comes forward, the county public administrator can help. 
· The public administrator can authorize a funeral home and provide up to a certain amount of money. 
· If the deceased has no assets, an indigent burial may be held. 
Burial or cremation
· Where do you want to be buried?
· The local government will usually handle burial or cremation.
· If your body is unclaimed, the Office of the Medical Examiner will hold it until a funeral director can pick it up. 
· If your body is unclaimed and can be identified, it may be turned over to science for research or teaching. 
· Green burial - There are three standards that define a natural burial: there can be no embalming, no vaults, and all burial containers or shrouds must be biodegradable. It is the choice consistent with the desire to limit one's impact on the environment, and it is legal in all 50 states. There’s also aqua burial, buried in water with solutions.

Assets
· If the deceased has no will, it's called dying intestate. 
· If no relatives can be found, the state will take the deceased's assets. 
· A worthy organization may be able to use the deceased's assets. 

Other:  Do you have these documents available if needed for those you leave in charge of your estate
· Last Will and Testament Letter of Instruction regarding details about your funeral, elaboration on aspects of your Living Will, etc
· List of assets
· Birth certificate
· Marriage certificate
· Passport
· Driver’s license or ID
· Social security number
· List of income sources
· Written trust
· Car title in case you still have a car

Listing of funeral homes for your area:
 
